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"The XERION had better traction 
power and used less fuel."

On the eastern edge of the Magdeburger Börde, Agrarwirtschaft
Schwanebeck GmbH farms around 2,000 hectares of arable
land and maintains a dairy herd of 200 cows. In addition, a
 second, 600 hectare arable farm around 70 km away is farmed
from here. An 8m-wide giant Smaragd cultivator, a Vario
 cultivator with a 4.7 m working width, and an 11 furrow
reversible plough are available for the various cultivation activi-
ties. Up to the end of 2007, these machines were pulled by a
350 HP  tractor with centre-pivot steering.

"When, after a seven year period of use, it was time to make a
new investment, we used the opportunity to test out a new
XERION 3800" says managing director Karl-Heinz Klietz. It
was pure chance that led to the XERION having to prove its
worth on extremely wet ground. However: "It won us over
right from the start - for both cultivation or ploughing work"
claims Christian Klietz Jr. "To enable a comparison, we used
the same machine on the same piece of land but pulled by

the tractor with centre-pivot steering. But the XERION had
better traction power and used less fuel." 

In comparison with the previous 
tractor, the XERION uses one or even
two litres less fuel per hectare.

"Another point is that the tractor with centre-pivot steering 
is really only suitable for tillage. The XERION is much 
more versatile, and can also be used for transportation
purposes" says Karl-Heinz Klietz, thereby pointing out another
important decisive factor. He also sees crab steering as 
another advantage of the XERION, since it permits a
relatively wide tyre contact area without using dual wheels. 

Depending on the soil conditions, the XERION 3800 (which
is fitted with a GPS pilot) can process 6 to 7 hectares per
hour with an 8m-wide cultivator at Schwanebeck. The speed is
between 12 and 14 km/h on normal ground and 10 km/h on
mountainous ground. Even when carrying out the second
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"...ideal for heavy 

cultivation" says Christian

Klietz Jr.

pass at a depth of up to 15 or 20 cm, the XERION pulls the
cultivator at 12 km/h. The fuel consumption for stubble
 processing is between 6 and 6.5 litres per hectare, reaching
between 9 and 10 litres per hectare for deeper work. "In all
cases, working with the XERION uses 1 to 2 litres less fuel per
hectare than we used with the previous tractor" says Christian
Klietz. Despite the good consumption values, Schwanebeck
would like a 200 to 300 litre additional tank for the XERION
so that it can be used for double-shift operation without
requiring refuelling.

"The technology itself 
takes care of the rest..."

The difference in tractive force and fuel consumption can be
explained by the TRAC concept and the ballast options of
the XERION, but Karl-Heinz Klietz sees another important
advantage: "You can use the cruise control to set a speed
and the technology itself takes care of the rest. The
 XERION automatically modifies the engine speed and
infinitely variable transmission in line with the set speed."

In addition, the tractor has 800 mm tyres. With a tyre
 pressure of between 0.5 and 0.8 bar (depending on the
machine it is being used to pull), these tyres are ideal for
 tractive force transmission when, for example, working with 
a cultivator. On the other hand, despite their size the tyres
can still be used in plough furrows, although a higher tyre
pressure is required. The advantages of crab steering are
also appreciated at Schwanebeck - for example, when
 preparing seed beds for maize and roots with a 10m-wide
packer unit: "You don't leave any tracks because the load 
is distributed over a large area."

The ideal machine for heavy cultivation.

Finally, Christian Klietz names another advantage of the
XERION: The cab is more comfortable and larger than in 
our previous tractor. After 10 to 12 hours of work, you get
out of the tractor pleased with the level of comfort it has
provided."Both father and son agree: "The XERION
TRAC 3800 is an ideal tractor for heavy cultivation, as can 
be confirmed by our experiences using it." 
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At least 
20 % better…

Farm contractor Hans-Heinrich Grünhagen was originally
somewhat sceptical about the XERION. However, a
field test convinced him that the XERION 3800 is the
ideal machine for heavy cultivation. Today, Grünhagen
is a true advocate of the XERION.

Hans-Heinrich Grünhagen,
farmer and farm contractor,
16909 Wernikow, on the 
XERION 3800: 

"It's in a class of its own –
standard tractors simply 
cannot compare."

Grünhagen Lohnunternehmen GbR, Germany.
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They now use the same amount of 
fuel to process 20 % more ground. 

Farm contractor Mr. Grünhagen, from 16909 Wernikow,
processes at least 2,000 hectares of arable land belonging to
his customers and to his own farm. "Because we planned
further investment for 2008, we carried out a trial on our land
last year" says Hans-Heinrich Grünhagen. 

A XERION 3800 and two standard tractors with 350 and
360 HP had to prove their worth by pulling a Cultus 
cultivator on the same day, on the same field, and at the
same working depth for over two hours. The fuel 
consumption and extent of land processed were then 
measured. 

The results were clear: With the same fuel consumption, the
XERION 3800 processed around 20 % more land than its
two competitors. "Whether you look at it as 20 % more
ground or 20 % less fuel, it comes to the same thing -
20 % better" says Grünhagen.

Only 3 litres per hectare for stubble 
processing with the Carrier.

The farm has now been using its own XERION 3800 since
spring 2008. And Hans-Heinrich Grünhagen is as 
enthusiastic as ever: "When used for stubble processing, it
achieves up to 10 hectares per hour and uses only around
3 litres of fuel per hectare". This work is carried out using an
8m-wide Carrier disc harrow at a speed of between 14 and
15 km/h. A 4.2 m-wide Cultus cultivator is used for the next
pass. "We can process between 4 and 5 hectares per hour
and use up to 16 litres per hectare depending on the soil
conditions. However, the work takes place at the depth of
the previous plough, so I'm quite happy with these 
values" says Grünhagen.

"Naturally, we also make sure that we change the tyre
 pressure to suit the soil conditions" he explains. His XERION
is thus fitted with a quick fill system that allows the pressure in
all four tyres to be changed in less than 10 minutes. Thanks to
this system, the 800 mm Michelin tyres can be quickly and
easily reduced to 0.7 or 0.8 bar for heavy cultivation. There

Thanks to the XERION Grünhagen

Lohnunternehmen GbR saved on

one tractor and one worker for silage 

clamp rolling.

"Today, I'm happy to recommend 
that other large arable farms     

test out the XERION."
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are two additional weights at the rear of the XERION for  
ballasting, and the front weight is currently 1.8 tonnes; 
this is due to be replaced with a heavier weight of between
three and four tonnes.

Fitted with a pivoting cab to facilitate 
all types of work.

Grünhagen deliberately chose a XERION TRAC VC with a
pivotable cab: "This makes the tractor more versatile and
suitable for a greater range of work." This is because powerful
mowing and slurry spreading might well be in high demand at
Grünhagen's farm contracting business in the future.

In eight months of use, the XERION has already put in a good
1,000 hours of work at Grünhagen Lohnunternehmen GbR.
Grünhagen estimates that the total workload for a year will be
around 1,400 hours. "I really didn't expect us to be using
the XERION this much."

Savings of one tractor and one driver 
at the silo.

For Grünhagen Lohnunternehmen GbR, the XERION has
another significant advantage: "When the CLAAS dealer told
us, prior to the purchase, that the XERION was extremely
well suited to silo work, we really didn't take him seriously.
That was until we tried it for ourselves" says Hans-Heinrich
Grünhagen. "What it can do at the silo is simply amazing.
Thanks to the XERION and using a 5m-wide pusher plate,
additional weights, and a total weight of almost 20 tonnes,
we managed to save on a tractor and a driver at the silo
this year."

There are therefore a lot of reasons for Hans-Heinrich 
Grünhagen to positively rate his XERION: "I was somewhat
sceptical originally but today I'm happy to recommend that
other large arable farms test out the XERION 3800. It's in a
class of its own - standard tractors simply cannot compare.
It's certainly won me over."
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Innovation in detail.
A powerful engine – Caterpillar C9.

The hood of the XERION conceals an 8.8 litre, six-cylinder
Caterpillar engine. At 1,800 rpm, the engine delivers
379 HP. The maximum torque of 1,620 Nm is reached 
at 1,400 rpm. 

Infinitely variable – ZF Eccom 3.5.

The ZF Eccom 3.5 ensures the highly efficient realisation
of the installed engine output. The infinitely variable
 transmission permits speeds of up to 50 km/h in both
directions via 4 driving modes.

Direct drive train.

The XERION has a clearly defined, simply structured 
drive train that ensures permanent all-wheel drive and 
is designed for extremely heavy work. 

Robust full frame design.

The XERION chassis has a modular structure and is 
thus fully supporting. The transmission and engine are
separate and protected from vibration using silent blocks. 
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Technik

Perfect visibility in a comfortable cab.

The level of visibility provided by the XERION is unique.
The cab is spacious and comfortably equipped. The 
large windows provide a perfect panorama view.

Effective cab suspension.

The suspended cab reliably absorbs heavy impacts via
mechanical and pneumatic shock absorbers. The cab is
vibration-proof and located in the centre of the two axles. 

4 equally large wheels – the 
TRAC concept.

The TRAC concept XERION is unique in its fighting class.
The four equally large wheels optimally transmit the engine
output to the ground - without requiring dual tyres! 

Effective.

Thanks to its high tractive force and intelligent drive
concept, the XERION can achieve high surface outputs
with an unbeatably low fuel consumption: 20 % greater
output at 10 % less fuel consumption than standard 
tractors in the same HP class! 
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"The new 3800 
is even better."

At Ohreland KG in Samswegen, they have been using a new XERION 3800 
since spring 2008. In comparison with its predecessor, a XERION 3300, the
3800 is more powerful but also requires less fuel according to managing
director Tim Koesling and driver Matthew Boote.

Tim Koesling, managing
director of Ohreland KG,
39326 Samswegen.

On the XERION 3800: 
"An important advantage of
the XERION is its versatility."

Ohreland KG, Germany.



TEAM 45

B_XER_TEAM_DE_CVG_0109_DC.qxd:Layout 1  13.01.2009  7:55 Uhr  Seite 45

Versatility for slurry spreading, 
mowing, and cultivation.

CLAAS already told readers of the TEAM magazine about
the use of the XERION at Ohreland KG in Samswegen
(Saxony-Anhalt) in 2005: The farm has 1,900 hectares of
arable land plus a herd of 1,200 dairy cows. The XERION is
mainly used for slurry spreading (annual quantity of around
100,000 m2). However, it is also used for mowing, rolling
maize silage, and for heavy cultivation. 

Its use is organised by the subsidiary Ohreland Agroservice
GmbH, which functions as a farm contractor. This means
that Ohreland can also provide slurry spreading services for
other farms. 

The "old" XERION 3300 was used for a good three years and
almost 6,000 operating hours before it was decided to invest
in new stock in autumn 2007. "First, we found out about the
alternatives" says Tim Koesling. The main reason for
 deciding to buy a new XERION was its versatility on the field
according to Mr. Koesling. 
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Driver Matthew Boote is pleased

with the further developments to

the XERION with regard to

 driving and operating comfort.
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"When carrying out deep cultivation, 
we need enormous tractive force."

In fact, it is possible to use the XERION in combination with the
newly procured SGT slurry implement in the same way as a
self-propelling machine. However, the fact that the pivotable
cab means that it can also be used to mow a good
300 hectares of grassland brings other advantages. And: 
"If we are working at a depth of 30 cm with our 6m-wide
cultivator, we need enormous tractive power. The XERION
is suitable for this work, too, which makes it so versatile"
says Tim Koesling. But Mr. Koesling has a third advantage:
"When we buy a CLAAS machine, we know that we're
 getting CLAAS service - and we've had very positive
experiences here."

After the first 1,000 operating hours (July 2008), experiences
with the new XERION 3800 are also positive. "The power
reserves and torque characteristics of the 3800, which is
50 HP more powerful than our previous tractor, mean that we
are now using less fuel" reports Tim Koesling. Another
advantage is that Ohreland has had the XERION 3800 fitted
with performance hydraulics. This enables high pump outputs
at low engine speeds; 14.2 m3 of volume can now be filled
in just two minutes. 

Saving on fuel consumption of 
at least 10,000 litres per year.

Driver Matthew Boote has some concrete figures for us:
"Previously, we needed 0.3 litres of fuel per unit when working
with the trailing hose applicator - it's now 0.2 litres. For slurry
spreading with a cultivator, we previously used 0.5 litres of
fuel per m3, and it's now only 0.32 litres with a short disc
harrow. If we work on the basis of even a 0.1 litre difference
per m3, this amounts to a fuel saving of at least 10,000 litres
per year." Output has also increased: "In 12 hours, we can
now get through 1,300 to 1,400 m3 of slurry - 30 to 40 %
more than previously" says Matthew Boote. However, these
output values require slurry to be delivered by supply vehicles
as in Samswegen.

At Ohreland KG, everyone is happy with the decision to buy
the new XERION 3800. The XERION 3300 was already ideal
for a high workload - but the new 3800 is even better! 
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