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Welcome

I’m very glad to see signs of
Spring outside as I write my first
ever column for HarvesTimes –
its always good to start
something new on a positive
note. Thankfully Spring
cultivations and drilling are now
finally well underway for most of
us, with first cut silage just round
the corner.

However, despite an exceptionally mild winter, many
have suffered through another exception in the weather
pattern –  flooding and our thoughts go out to those
families badly affected by the recent floods.  We’ve all
witnessed through the media the plight of those most
badly affected by the flooding, but I’m heartened to hear
about the assistance businesses and private individuals
have provided, volunteering both their time and
resources to help those in need.  British agriculture
always remains stoic during its most testing times and it
makes us all proud to see the industry pulling together
through another difficult period. 

Spring also signifies the start of a number of important
shows and events for CLAAS across the UK and Ireland,
including the FTMTA Muck and Grass Event in Limerick
on 14th May, followed a week later by the national
Grassland event at Stoneleigh on 21st and 22nd May.
We hope to see as many of you as we can at these
exciting demonstration events.

Finally I can’t sign off without mentioning the 10th
anniversary of CLAAS tractors in the UK and Ireland,
another milestone in the CLAAS calendar, and an
extremely important one in the ongoing success and
future growth of the company.  Thank you each and
every one of you for your faith in CLAAS tractors, our
consistent increase in sales and market share is
testament to your belief in the product, and our ongoing
commitment to the tractor business.  

Jeremy Wiggins
Sales and Marketing Manager, CLAAS UK Ltd

CLAAS Worldwide

Jeremy Wiggins
Sales and Marketing Manager,

CLAAS UK

New products

https://www.facebook.com/yourclaas
http://www.youtube.com/user/yourCLAAS
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David Thornton wins
coveted engineering
scholarship
Congratulations to David Thornton, the latest student from
Harper Adams University to be awarded the prestigious CLAAS
Agricultural Engineering Scholarship. David, 20, who is from
Maganey, County Kildare, Ireland is currently in the second
year of an honours degree in agricultural engineering. 

As this year’s winner of the coveted  CLAAS Scholarship,
David, who grew up on the family farm, will have his fees for
the second and fourth years of his studies covered. In year
three he will complete a one-year sandwich placement with
CLAAS, spending time in England and Germany.

In selecting David as its latest Scholar, CLAAS took into
consideration not only his academic background, but also his
character, skills and enthusiasm for agricultural engineering.
Students Thomas Sutton and Michael Brown were close
runners-up for the award.

David said: “I’m absolutely thrilled – it’s a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. I have worked with CLAAS machinery over the
years and have a genuine interest in the machinery they
produce, especially combine harvesters, coming from an arable
farm. 

General News
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Whilst the wet weather in the run-up to the show did
nobody any favours, it failed to dampen spirits as
LAMMA 2014 proved to be extremely successful for
CLAAS. It fully justified our commitment to what is
now the UK’s leading agricultural machinery show and
attendance figures reported after the event were up
again up on last year.

The move down the A1 to Peterborough has been
seen as a positive one. The extra space was
welcomed by all and the location of the CLAAS stand
in the middle of the event proved ideal, especially as
we were on hard standing and gravel.

Last year CLAAS celebrated the start of it’s 100
year anniversary at the show. This year the show
provided a platform for celebrating 10 years
CLAAS tractors in the UK and the new CLAAS
ARION 800 had its first public outing in the UK,
fresh from its success at Agritechnica where it
won both the ‘Tractor of the Year’ for 2014 and
‘Machine of the Year’ in the high horsepower
tractor category.

LAMMA success

ARION on
parade
CLAAS UK were again delighted to assist the Worshipful
Company of Farmers with their display in last November’s Lord
Mayor’s Show in London.

Watched by the many thousands on the streets of the City of
London and millions more on television, the display entitled
‘21st Century Farming in Motion’ was created in conjunction
with Harper Adams University with CLAAS providing a new
TIER 4i ARION 650 to tow the exhibition trailer.

The display highlighted how the farming industry is rising to the
challenge of sustainably feeding the world and the research
and development that is being conducted to achieve this.
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“I am excited about spending a year working for CLAAS. I
expect to be working for them in the UK next summer, and
then going out to Germany in October.  It’s going to be great to
see how such a prestigious company operates, and living
abroad for the best part of the year will be some experience –
although I am already living abroad, having come from Ireland
to study in England!”

Launched in 2005 at the personal instigation of Helmut Claas,
the CLAAS Scholarship is open to one second year student per
year who is studying on either the MEng/BEng (Hons) or BSc
(Hons) Agricultural Engineering, or the BSc (Hons) Agricultural
Engineering Marketing and Management courses at Harper
Adams.

The best in 
100 years!
CLAAS finished its 2013 Centenary Year
by announcing record financial results for
the year ending 30th September:

• Sales up to €3,825 million • 12% growth in Agricultural Equipment• Income before taxes at €295 million• Return on sales of 7.7% • Operating income up to €325 million 

The family-owned business generated
sales of €3,824.6 million, up from €3,434.6
million in the previous year. This equates
to a rise of 11.3%, with the Agricultural
Equipment division seeing a rise in sales
of 12.0%. Gross profit on sales was up
almost 7.6% year on year and, at €974.6
million, is closing in on the €1 billion mark.
Income before taxes and the Group’s net
income came in at €295.3 million and
€212.3 million respectively. The Group’s
operating result reached a new record high at €325 million.

Whilst the agricultural market volume in Western Europe was
slightly down, market volume in the core CLAAS markets of
Germany and France rose. Agricultural markets in Central
Europe remained at a high level and growth rates in Eastern

European were positive. The agricultural market in the U.S. and
Canada stood out on account of sustained growth, as farmers
received compensation through crop insurance payouts for
crop failures caused by drought conditions. 

Focus on research and development
One in every nine CLAAS employees currently works in one of
the Group’s R & D divisions. Investment in research and
development rose once again year on year, reaching €198
million. A number of different awards for new technical
developments in machinery and software also underscored the
role of CLAAS as an innovative force in the agricultural
equipment industry. 

This culminated in CLAAS being awarded an astonishing seven
medals at Agritechnica in November, In addition to the
international “Tractor of the Year 2014” award for the new
AXION 850 tractor, and two “Machine of the Year 2014” titles
for the AXION 800 tractor series with its infinitely variable
transmission and the CEMOS AUTOMATIC combine control
software.

CLAAS growing more international
Over the year, the number of employees rose 6.8% to 9,697,
with every other employee at CLAAS now based outside of
Germany. The expansion of the CLAAS factory in the Russian
city of Krasnodar with the associated recruitment measures
and the planned acquisition of the Chinese agricultural
equipment manufacturer Shandong Jinyee Machinery
Manufacture Co. Ltd. in the Shandong province will continue to
drive this tendency toward a more international structure. 

The members of the CLAAS Executive Board (from left): Lothar Kriszun (Tractors), Hans
Lampert (Finance and Controlling), Jan-Hendrik Mohr (Sales), Dr. Theo Freye (Marketing and
Strategy, Spokesman of the Executive Board, CLAAS KGaA mbH), Dr. Hermann Garbers
(Technology and Quality).

David Thornton is congratulated by Alastair Tulloch and Jane Broomhall from CLAAS UK.

General News
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Award winning
Agritechnica
CLAAS swept the board at Agritechnica back in November
2013 winning a total of 7 medals, making the show the perfect
culmination to the 100 Years CLAAS celebrations in 2013 .

Of the 37 medals awarded by the DLG ahead of the show,
CLAAS was awarded one of only four Gold medals and six
silver medals, the most of any agricultural machinery
manufacturer.

However, this was just the start, as on the opening day of the
show it was announced that from the 13 tractors initially put
forward, from the final shortlist of seven finalists, the new
AXION 850 was awarded the prestigious ‘Tractor of the Year
2014’ award by a judging panel of 23 international agricultural
machinery journalists.

This was not the only success for the new AXION 800. The
CMATIC also received a ‘Machine of the Year’ award in the
large tractor category, which recognises the best innovations in
agricultural technology and for the CLAAS EQ200 CVT
transmission, which was designed and built by CLAAS
Industrietechnik.

Not to be outdone, a second ‘Machine of the Year’ award was
also awarded to CLAAS for the CEMOS AUTOMATIC driver
assistance system available on LEXION 700 series combines.

Lothar Kriszun, CLAAS Executive Board member with responsibility for tractors holds
the ‘Tractor of the Year’ award.
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10 years of tractor
expansion
In 2014, it will be 10 years since the first CLAAS tractor was
sold in the UK following the formation of the CLAAS Tractor
division the previous year.

The decade since CLAAS bought a majority share in Renault
Agriculture has been one of considerable change. From
Renault’s fairly small market share centred on its French home
market, CLAAS has grown to become one of Europe’s major
tractor manufacturers and a leader in tractor development.

In the UK, against a general reduction in overall tractor sales
CLAAS has bucked the trend, with a consistent increase in
sales and market share.

Central to the success of CLAAS Tractor over the last 10 years
has been the commitment to an intensive investment
programme in both the production facilities and model ranges
that has totalled over 500 million Euros to date. 

The Le Mans factory has been completely refurbished and a
brand new new cab assembly line has been developed along
with the installation of one of the most advanced,
environmentally friendly paint application systems in Europe.

In terms of tractor product development, over the past 10 years
the complete range has been replaced nearly two-and-a-half

times, which is more than any other manufacturer. The number
of models offered has grown from five ranges with power
outputs from 75-250hp to currently nine ranges with power
outputs from 72hp up to 525hp, and within this CLAAS offers
one of the largest ranges of model variants of any manufacturer
on the UK market.

Over 100,000 tractors have now been manufactured and the
rise in sales, helped by the best selling ARION range, is evident
in the fact that CLAAS has manufactured 25,000 tractors in the
last two years alone. In 10 years, European sales have
increased by 30% and CLAAS is well on track to achieve a
sales target of 25,000 tractor sales a year by 2018.

As with other leading products in the CLAAS product range,
machine and operator efficiency are key drivers in the
company’s tractor product development. CLAAS has rapidly
become a leader in the development of innovative but practical
tractor technology, designed to provide operators with
increased outputs and lower running cost. 

The success of this policy is more than evident in the fact that
in just the last year, CLAAS has:• Been awarded the prestigious European ‘Tractor of the

Year’ award for the AXION 850• Launched the 410hp AXION 950, the most powerful
conventional tractor on the market and has returned the
highest ever drawbar power figure recorded in DLG
Powermix tests, recording an average fuel consumption of
just 249 g/kWh or 3.64l/ha, (which is 15.4% below the
average for this class of tractor), dropping to 222g/kWh at
maximum output• Developed the new ground-breaking EQ200 CVT
transmission for the ARION CMATIC range, providing
unprecedented efficiency and economy• Introduced the new 215-264hp AXION 800 range, which are
the first tractors to meet the highest TIER4 Final emissions
regulations

However, it’s not just in new tractor sales where CLAAS has
revolutionised the market. As the CLAAS share of the UK
market continues to grow, CLAAS UK has been the first to
provide a manufacturer backed quality assurance scheme for
used tractors – CLAAS APPROVED USED & FIELD READY. By
thoroughly assessing each used tractor prior to sale, this sets a
benchmark for used tractors and ensures that buyers can have
confidence when investing in a used CLAAS tractor.

General News

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2byVxNL9tQ
http://www.claas.co.uk/products/tractors/axion800
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New DISCO front
mowers
Two new DISCO front mowers have been introduced to
replace the popular DISCO 3100 PROFIL.

The new DISCO 3200F mowers have a mowing width of 3.00m
and are available either as a straight mower or with a tine
conditioner. The new design features an improved safety
frame. As a result access to the cutterbar is easier, reducing
routine maintenance and making it easier to carry out jobs
such as changing the mower blades.

In common with the rest of the DISCO mower range, the new
DISCO 3200F is fitted with a new updated P-CUT mowing bar
which is designed to leave a clean finish and can be used at
just 850rpm to help reduce fuel consumption by up to 16%. 

The mower bar is fitted with seven mowing discs with two
knives per disc. Each disc is protected using the CLAAS
SAFETY LINK system whereby a defined shear point protects
the drive and brings the drive to the disc to an immediate halt
in the event of an overload.

To ensure optimum ground contour following, the new DISCO
3200F incorporates the well proven PROFIL kinematics
system, which features a three-dimensional guidance system.
To leave the best possible finish in undulating conditions, the
mower bed is pulled from the very low pivot points rather than
being pushed across the field.

A new unique feature developed specifically for the UK and
Ireland is the ability to tilt the mower bed forward, using an
adjustable spring system on the top of the mower. This avoids
the need in certain conditions, such as in a laid crop, to have
to alter the length of the top link which can then reduce lift
clearance.

The DISCO 3200 models are fitted with Walterscheid universal
drive shafts as standard, with a 250h lubricating interval.
Hydraulically folding protective side covers are available as an
option, as is full road lighting.

The DISCO 3200F is fitted as standard with spring suspension,
but the CLAAS ACTIVE FLOAT hydraulic suspension system is
also available as an option. Using two single-acting hydraulic
rams, as ground conditions vary ACTIVE FLOAT enables the
mower’s ground pressure to be adjusted from the cab on the
move, so that forage quality and an even stubble height is
maintained. 

New Products

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesting/disc-mowers
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFkssdGYMtA


big difference as even when the edge is off the blades, the
high speed still means that they cut well and leave a good
finish.”

“Overall I have
been very pleased
with the new
mower. It does a
good, neat job, is
easy to hook up
and leaves a good,
tidy swath and like
all DISCO mowers
is easy to maintain
and changing the
blades could not
be simpler,”
concludes Neil.
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Tilting bed
improvement
The ability to alter the angle of the disc bed
on the new DISCO 3200FC PROFIL mower
has made a considerable difference believes
Neil McDairmant. Neil used the pre-series
front mower in combination with a DISCO
3100C CONTOUR.

Neil’s mower combination is one of five front
and rear combinations run by contractor
Graham Rae, who runs three main foraging
teams based around two JAGUAR 950s and
a JAGUAR 870, in addition to a forage
wagon, plus CLAAS VOLTO tedders and
LINER rakes, all supplied by Rickerby.

“The new DISCO 3200FC is a definite
improvement on the old DISCO 3100FC,”
states Neil. “The old mowers were fine and in
most conditions worked very well, but a
drawback was that to alter the angle of the
bed to get under laid crops you had to
lengthen the top link, which then meant that
lift clearance was reduced and could be a
problem in heavy, one cut crops.”

“The ability to alter the bed angle using the
handle on the side of the mower is very
simple and makes a big difference, especially
when mowing on hill farms where they want
every last inch of grass,” explains Neil.

“In heavy laid crops, it is now very easy to tilt
the bed forward so as to get right under the crop to leave a
clean finish and because you don’t have to alter the top link,
there is now plenty of clearance on the headlands. Also on hill
farms it means you have better clearance for turning in rough
fields and for getting through gateways.”

Due to the differing nature of farms on which the foraging
teams work, be it large flat dairy farms around the Solway Firth
or mountainous hill farms in the Scottish borders, running a
team of five front and rear mowers provides complete flexibility
and enables them to make the most of good mowing
conditions.

As one of the lead mowers, in a good year Neil reckons that he
will cut around 1680ha in a season that starts with first cut
silage in mid May and runs through to the end of September,
by which time most dairy farms will have taken at least three
and often four cuts of silage.

“With a 200hp tractor on the mowers, I can maintain a steady
average of around 4.8ha an hour rising to nearer 6.5ha in good
sized fields. Normally I run the mowers at about 980 to 1000
rpm, but again when conditions are right I have dropped them
down to 850rpm and they still do a good job.”
“Also I think that the high disc speed on the mowers makes a Neil McDairmant

Pre-series user

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesting/disc-mowers
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New MAX SPREAD
VOLTOs
Following the introduction a year ago of the VOLTO 1100,
which was the first in a new range of tedders featuring the
revolutionary MAX SPREAD crop flow concept, CLAAS has
extended the range with the addition of three new models.

The new VOLTO 900, 800 and 700 models have working widths
of 8.70m, 7.70m and 6.70m respectively and replace the
proven VOLTO 870, 770 and 670 models. 

All three new models feature the new MAX SPREAD crop flow

concept. Instead of straight spreading arms, the MAX SPREAD
concept uses slightly angled arms to improve crop flow
through the tedder. The tine arms are cranked by 29 degrees,
which generates a 33% longer collection phase as the tines
move the grass from the ground. 

Compared with conventional spreading arms, the crop flow
runs between the rotors in a straight line which, combined with
a reduced PTO speed, is more gentle on the crop. As a result
of this improved flow through the tedding rotors, this creates a
greater space for the crop to pass through, which helps
increase throughput but also provides a wider and more even
spread pattern, similar to that from a fertiliser spreader. 

The gearbox has continuous lubrication and is connected via
massive square tubes. Power is transmitted between the rotors
via the well proven, maintenance free PERMALINK drive
concept. The round spreading arms are secured to the rotor
plate and stabilised via an additional support ring and each of
the rotors are fitted with five-coil 9.5mm diameter tines.

For different crop conditions, the spreading angle can be
adjusted between 16° and 12°, without the use of tools. The
standard specification includes a manual headland crop guard
with the option of hydraulic folding.

All three new VOLTO tedders incorporate a heavy-duty
headstock and include the patented CLAAS CKL suspension
system, which has been updated. They also feature a
mechanical braking cone, whilst two strong springs on each
side balance the tensile and compressive forces and provide
smooth operation of the machine. 

Even spreading VOLTO
Having run a pre-series VOLTO 800 MAX SPREAD tedder last
season, Irish farmer and contractor John Joe Murphy was so
impressed with its performance that he bought a second.

John Joe Murphy has been using CLAAS VOLTO tenders since
1993 and up until last season ran three VOLTO 770s. Having
replaced one of these with the new VOLTO 800, which has six
rotors and a working width of 7.70m, he then traded in another
for a second VOLTO 800 for this coming year.

The two new VOLTOs are part of a complete line-up of CLAAS
harvesting machinery to be found in John Joe’s machinery
shed at his base near Rathangen, Co Kildare, which are
supplied by Kellys and Alan Douglas. Leading the foraging
team, which annually clears around 1000ha of grass and maize
silage, is a three-year old JAGUAR 850 SPEEDSTAR. 

Working ahead of the JAGUAR is a set of DISCO 8550 butterfly
mowers, the VOLTO 800s and a LINER 2900 rake. A second
LINER 2600 is used for rowing up the 600ha of baled silage
and 400ha of hay that is made each year and completing the
CLAAS line-up of machinery are three ARION tractors (a 630
and two 640s) plus an AXION 850, a SCORPION telescopic
handler and a LEXION 750 combine.

“The great advantage of the VOLTO tedders is that they are

easy to operate and anyone
can use them,” explains John
Joe. “This is important
especially with hay, because
whilst we do the mowing,
customers will quite often then
hire one of the tedders so that
they can do the tedding
themselves. So it is important
that it is easy for them to
operate. The VOLTO is a very
simple, robust machine and
whilst I have tried other makes
in the past, I just find that
there are far less issues with
the CLAAS.”

Depending on the season and the crop, the general aim is that
for silage the grass will be tedded at least once or twice prior
to rowing up with the LINER 2900, whilst the VOLTOs will go
through hay up to five times.

“Compared to our previous VOLTO 770s, I have found that due
to the new angled design of tine, the VOLTO 800 clears the
ground better and achieves a far more even spread of material,
and that’s why I have bought a second one. The even spread is
especially noticeable in hay, as the even swath means we now
don’t get any wet lumps in the bales which could create hot
spots.”

New Products

CLAAS HarvesTimes / Spring 2014

John Joe Murphy

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesting/tedder
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmHU7_R0fOQ
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New Products

VARIANT goes
wide
For 2014, VARIANT 360, 365, 380 and
385 models will now be available with a
new 2.35m wide XXL pick-up, giving it
the widest pick-up of any round baler on
the market.

To keep maintenance time to a minimum,
other new features on the VARIANT
include automatic chain tensioning and
the option of a centralised lubrication
system. The oil reservoir has also been
increased from 3.0 litres to 6.3 litres and
includes an integral filter and continuous
chain lubrication, and the quantity of oil
applied can be easily adjusted. To reduce
stopping time between bales, the
hydraulic performance has also been
increased which has speeded-up the
bale discharge time by 30%.

A new option is the availability of a bale
moisture sensor that is integrated into
the left-hand side of the tailgate, with the
moisture content reading displayed on
the COMMUNICATOR 2 control terminal.

QUADRANT 2200
updates
When it was launched in 1998, the QUADRANT 2200 and its
120x70 bale size set the standard for large, high density bales.
Sixteen years on, the QUADRANT range now extends to six
models producing five different bale sizes and the widest range
of balers on the market.

The QUADRANT 2200 ADVANTAGE will now also be available
with a 2.35m wide pickup, ensuring a clean pick-up from wide

straw and grass swathes. To quickly handle the increased
material flow, ROTO FEED (RF) versions of the QUADRANT
2200 ADVANTAGE are now fitted with the high capacity rotor
system used on the larger QUADRANT 3200. 

Also borrowed from the QUADRANT 3200 is the TURBO FAN
knotter cleaning system to prevent any dirt build-up around the
knotters. The QUADRANT 2200 ADVANTAGE can also now be
specified with a tandem-steering axle with the option of
500/55-20 or 620/50-22.5 tyres.

➲Weblink

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/quaderballenpressen
http://www.claas.co.uk/products/rundballenpressen


12

TIER 3 vs TIER 4i
The efficiency and greater output that a TIER 4i powered
JAGUAR can achieve was highlighted in another DLG trial,
comparing a TIER 3 powered 653hp JAGUAR 960 with the
latest TIER 4i powered 598hp JAGUAR 950.

Over the 740 tonnes harvested by each machine using ORBIS
750 headers in a 30t/ha crop, in terms of straight output, the
JAGUAR 950 was only fractionally behind the higher powered
JAGUAR 960.

Where the JAGUAR 950 had the edge was in fuel consumption
using nearly 5.6% less than the JAGUAR 960, with AdBlue
accounting for just 0.032 litres/tonne, just 4.7% of fuel
consumption.

The DLG then also tested two JAGUAR 960s, one a TIER 3
machine and the other a TIER4i.

Here again, the AdBlue TIER4i JAGUAR 960 proved to be the
more efficient machine both in terms of fuel consumption, but
also throughput.

General Features
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Fuel saving JAGUARs

DYNAMIC POWER enables the engine to recognise varying
crop conditions, and responds to this by reducing the amount
of power required when necessary, so saving fuel.  A number of
trials carried out by the DLG highlight this feature and customer
experience has further verified the advantages of this system.      

So, how does DYNAMIC POWER actually work?
As the load on the engine varies, for example when working in
lighter crops or in lower yielding parts of a field, the engine
management system automatically recognises this and will
alter the engine power output accordingly over 10 power steps.

The engine will automatically change power output as the load
on the engine changes, ensuring that the engine can maintain
its optimum engine load of 1800rpm, when it will be at its most
economical, so saving a considerable amount of fuel.

The DLG trials compared the difference in fuel consumption
when using DYNAMIC POWER on a standard TIER 4i 653hp
JAGUAR 960. When DYNAMIC POWER was engaged fuel
consumption dropped by 12.3%, and not at the expense of
output, which fell by a mere two tonnes an hour.

The trial was conducted in third cut silage, yielding on average
3.41 tonnes dry weight/hectare with an average DM of 31.3%.
The chop length on the forager was set at 22mm and the
accelerator at 4.0mm, the JAGUAR was operated using
CRUISE PILOT to maintain a consistent speed.

By using DYNAMIC POWER, overall fuel consumption was
reduced by 12.3% whilst Ad Blue consumption remained at
about 5.0% but the hourly throughput dropped by less than a
trailer load.

                                                DYNAMIC POWER
                                                Engaged      Disengaged    Difference
Engine speed                          1881 rpm     2051 rpm        8.3%
Fuel consumption/hour        72.5 l/hr       82.7 l/hr          12.3%
Fuel consumption/tonne         0.84 l/t          0.94 l/t             10.6%
Ad Blue consumption/hour     3.78 l/hr        3.65 l/hr           3.4%
Ad Blue consumption/tonne   0.029 l/t        0.028 l/t           1.4%
Fresh mass (tonnes)                224.1            233.1               3.9%
Throughput (t/hour)                 97.0              99.2                 2.2

                                                 TIER 3               TIER 4i                %
                                            JAGUAR 960     JAGUAR 950     Difference
Horsepower                                653                     598
Fuel consumption/hour            112.1 l/hr           100.8 l/hr       10.1%
Fuel consumption/tonne            0.71 l/t                0.67 l/t            5.6%
Ad Blue consumption/tonne      0                         0.032 l/t
Throughput (t/hour)                     156.5                  153                 2.24

                                                TIER 3              TIER 4i                %
                                           JAGUAR 960    JAGUAR 960     Difference
Horsepower                              653                   653
Engine Speed                           1818                 1801
Fuel consumption/hour             118.4 l/hr          116.9 l/hr          1.3%
Fuel consumption/tonne        0.67 l/t              0.64 l/t              4.7%
Throughput (t/hour)                   177.4                183.5                3.3%
Machine efficiency (t/kW hr)     0.40                  0.41                  2.4%

DYNAMIC POWER
Steps              Min   1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     10
JAGUAR 980  272   333  394  456  517  578  639  700  762  823   884
JAGUAR 970  272   322  376  423  473  524  574  624  674  725   775
JAGUAR 960  272   310  348  386  424  463  501  539  577  615   653
JAGUAR 950  272   305  337  370  402  435  468  500  533  566   598
JAGUAR 940  272   296  320  343  367  390  414  437  461  486   510
JAGUAR 870  272   305  337  370  402  435  468  500  533  566   598
JAGUAR 860  272   296  320  344  368  392  415  439  463  487   510

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesters/jaguar980-930/engine-drivetrain/dynamic-power
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUbZ_AGm1qQ
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200 litres a day fuel
saving
Whilst Chris Awdry’s two JAGUAR 950s may look the same,
when one of them is using 200 litres less fuel per day than the
other for a similar workload, there are quite obviously some
major differences under the bonnet.

The answer lies in the engine – whilst the older 2010 JAGUAR
950 is powered by a 530hp TIER 3 Mercedes engine, lurking
under the rear panel of the newer 2013 JAGUAR is a
DYNAMIC POWER engine that uses TIER 4i Ad Blue SCR
technology and operates over a range of 10 power steps from
272hp to 598hp depending on load.

“When running the two
foragers side-by-side in
maize, the new JAGUAR
950 was definitely
quicker and the extra
horsepower made all the
difference,” says
operator Robin Clarkson.
“But the difference in fuel
consumption was
noticeable. On average
over the season it was
using about 2.0 litres per
acre less than the older
machine, or about 200
litres a day.”

“On average, in grass the display in CEBIS showed the engine
was running at about step 5 (435hp) and was only ever really
running at full power in maize,” says Robin. “The change in
power is instant and the only time you really notice the change
in power is when you pull out onto the headland and it will
drop to minimum power, especially in maize. It does mean that
you can push the forager harder and typically I would be

running at about 10kph in grass and 8kph in maize, depending
on the crop.”

Between them, Chris’ two JAGUAR 950s cleared around
5,600ha of grass, maize and whole crop with Robin’s new
forager accounting for about 3,200ha of that. Supporting the
foraging team is a 14m COUGAR self-propelled mower and
triple DISCO 8550AS mowers and a team of LINER rakes, all
supplied by Vaughan Agri.

“I was impressed with DYNAMIC POWER when we first tried it
on a demo machine, and when the older JAGUAR is replaced,
I will definitely specify DYNAMIC POWER,” states Chris. “The
JAGUAR DYNAMIC POWER system is far more advanced
than a machine where you just have the option of two engine
speeds. Also the change to Ad Blue and SCR to meet TIER 4i
is a definite step forward and helps save fuel. We are now
back to where we should be with power output and fuel
efficiency, compared to engines that have had to burn more
fuel in order to meet TIERs 1 to 3, so it is a lot better.”

In addition to DYNAMIC POWER, the new JAGUAR 950 was
also specified with a number of additional options, including
AUTO-FILL spout control, variable tyre pressure regulation and
yield and dry matter monitoring.

“Farmers love the fact that at the end of a job I can give them
a complete print-out of yields and dry matter content and
compared to our mobile weighbridge, it was accurate to within
20kg,” notes Robin. “Having AUTO-FILL also meant that there
was one less thing for me to concentrate on, especially when
going round corners.”

“Having the variable tyre pressure did make a considerable
difference. The forager is fitted with 800 wide tyres and whilst
most of the time I would have them inflated to 22psi for field
work and then pump them up to 36psi for the road, as it got
wetter in maize I would reduce the tyre pressure to between 18
and 20 psi.”

Robin Clarkson

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbrEu-pD5Ac
http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesters/jaguar980-930
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Having run their own trailed forager for many years, when it
came to replacing it, instead of relying on contractors dairy
farmers T & AW Wadsworth decided instead to invest in their
own JAGUAR 930 forager.

Whilst Paul Wadsworth is the first to admit that running their
own self-propelled might not be for everyone, for them it works
well and ensures that they can maintain control over silage
quality for their high yielding closed 300-cow Holstein herd,
which averages 10,300 litres and is housed at night all year
round.

“That is not to take anything away from our local contractors
who are brilliant,” states Paul. “For us, the cost of using a
contractor is nothing compared to what that silage crop is
worth. Get it wrong, especially in a difficult season, and it
potentially could be very costly in terms of milk yield and easily
knock £10,000 a month off our milk cheque. A pit full of high
quality silage is worth its weight in gold.”

Farming close to Whauphill near Stranrear where they have an
average rainfall of 1200mm a year, Paul explains that being so
far north, maize and whole crop is not really an option, so they
are totally reliant on grass silage. And grass is one thing they
can certainly grow, with yields over the 112ha of first cut
typically averaging about 21 tonnes/ha and 17.5 tonnes for
second cuts. In all, the Wadsworths harvest around
260ha in three cuts, with the bulk coming from five-
year leys.

“Whilst having another trailed forager was an
option, they really have not changed in the last 15
years. We did also consider silage wagons, but to
achieve the same output as a self-propelled we
would need at least three wagons and more tractors
and men, so the financial cost would have been
greater.”

“Moving to a self-propelled was a natural
progression. We also wanted to try and increase
output. Putting up to 9.0m of grass into a swath
meant the trailed forager was right at its limit and
whilst in really good going you could clear 40ha, it
was a long day. By comparison on the first day with
the JAGUAR 930 when I was still learning how to
drive it, I cleared over 56ha.”

Paul did consider the option of buying a used
machine, but in reality finding a good low-houred
machine was not easy and most were too big for
their needs. And with JAGUARs holding their value
so well, he reasons that when they come to change,
the JAGUAR 930 should attract a good resale value. 

The availability of options such as STOP-ROCK and
auto lube were also an attraction and at that stage
not available on the JAGUAR 800, but are now
available on the new 2014 models.

“Buying new, we also had the advantage of zero percent
finance, which has been worked around our business, plus
there is peace of mind due to the warranty. Realistically we will
be looking to run the JAGUAR for at least 10 years, by which
time it will have done about 800 hours, so it will still have some
value and be saleable. Having Gordons just up the road is a
great advantage and worth a lot, and when the time comes to
trade it in they will
know the machine
well. It was a big
decision, but the
right decision,”
concludes Paul.
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Paul Wadsworth

Masters of their own foraging destiny

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbrEu-pD5Ac
http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesters/jaguar980-930
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A first for Scotland
When it comes to JAGUAR foragers, W & J Mair are ‘into’
firsts. Having run a different make of forager for a number of
years, when they changed back to CLAAS foragers six years
ago, they bought the first JAGUAR 960 to be sold in Scotland.

Three years ago that was changed for the first TIER 4i AdBlue
JAGUAR 960 in Scotland and with that machine now replaced
for this season, it has been for the first JAGUAR 970 north of
the border.

“We have been very pleased with the performance from the
JAGUARs and glad we made the change,” states James Mair
who drives the forager. “Reliability has been good and we have
never had a problem that stopped us. Also the service from
Gordons, especially Alastair who looks after the forager, has
been excellent.”

The change to the higher powered 775hp JAGUAR 970, which
has been specified with DYNAMIC POWER, is a logical step
forward for W & J Mair. The company, which was established
in 1968, is one of the oldest established contracting firms in
Ayrshireand is now beinf run by the third generation of Mairs’.
Annually they harvest about 3200ha of grass silage from their
base at Cumnock in Ayrshire, as it will also be better matched
to their LINER 3500 four-rotor rake that was bought last
season.

“Whilst about half of our work is for dairy farmers, so not too
hard on the forager, we do also harvest a lot of big heavy
single cut crops for the beef guys, which uses all the power of
the JAGUAR 960, especially on hills when the forager will be at
full load and at its limit.”

Having previously run a LINER 3000, the Mairs changed this
for a 12.5m wide LINER 3500 in order to be able to put a larger
swath in front of the forager. This has helped increase outputs
by around 20ha a day, but meant that the forager speed can
be kept to about 10kph, which has a knock on benefit through

the whole foraging team.

“When we first had the JAGUAR 960 and a 9.0m rake,
the forager was having to go at up to 15kph to keep it
full which was not only hard on the machinery, but also
meant everyone really had to concentrate more, which
is tiring over a long day.”

By opting to have DYNAMIC POWER on the new
JAGUAR 970, with the wide range of crops that the
Mairs harvest this will ensure that in lighter second or
third cut crops, the forager will be able to harvest these
at reduced power, yet the full 775hp will still be
available for the heavy single cut crops.

“The other benefit is that the JAGUAR 970 does not
need AdBlue, which saves the problem of ferrying this
around. When we looked at it, the cost difference
between the JAGUAR 970 and the 960 was not that
great but there will not be the added cost of AdBlue and
hopefully there should also be a saving in fuel for our
customers.”

In addition to DYNAMIC POWER, James has again
specified variable tyre pressure control, having had this
on the old JAGUAR 960. “You can definitely see the
difference in wet conditions and traction is far better.”

In addition he has also opted for Hardox wear plates in
the chute and the OPTI-FILL spout control, which
enables pre-set discharge positions to be recorded and
the spout can also be automatically returned to the park
position at the press of a button.

James Mair
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Foraging flexibility
Offering a contract foraging service in an area where average
annual rainfall can be as high as 203cm requires flexibility and
the capacity to clear high acreages when the weather allows.

From his base near Skipton in North Yorkshire, Andrew Long
annually clears around 3,600 ha of grass and around 440ha of
whole crop using three foraging teams based around two
JAGUAR 960 foragers and a Jaguar 950.

Supporting the foragers are two sets of DISCO 8550 triple
mowers and two DISCO front and rear combinations, plus
three VOLTO tedders and four LINER rakes.

“The weather is our biggest problem,” states Andrew. “We
mainly operate within a 20 mile radius, but within that the
average rainfall varies enormously with anything from 89cm up
to 203cm. We are ruled by the weather and it can be a long
season. We aim to start no earlier than the 15th May and we
can be doing first cut as long as eight weeks – on some of the
hill farms we can be doing their first cut well after some people
have done second cut.”

Depending on the job and the conditions, the fleet of four
mowers will either work individually or in teams. All are just
straight mowers as after mowing virtually everything is tedded
out, sometimes up to three times to increase the dry matter to
around 35%, prior to raking up using four-rotor LINER 3500
rakes.

New for last season was a pre-series DISCO 3200F PROFIL
front mower, which features a new stubble height adjustment
system and was used as part of one of the DISCO 8550
butterfly combinations. 

“I had had problems with the old mowers which would
struggle in certain conditions, but with its new design of bed
the DISCO 3200 worked perfectly – it’s a great improvement. It
cut well, followed the field contours well so left a clean, even

stubble and created a very nice swath. It did all that we asked
of it in all conditions.”

Andrew has been using JAGUAR foragers for over 30 years.
His first was a trailed JAGUAR 62 bought in 1981. This was
replaced by a self-propelled SF 80 in 1983 and the first of a
number of JAGUAR 690s in 1986.

Next season will see one of the JAGUAR 960’s being replaced
with a higher powered 775hp JAGUAR 970, which will be fitted
with the variable DYNAMIC POWER system.

“Apart from its extra output, one of the main reasons for
changing to the JAGUAR 970 is the fact that it does not use
AdBlue,” explains Andrew. “We already have seven AdBlue
tractors and if the forager also needed AdBlue that would
double the amount we need to move around. The foraging
teams use the farmer’s fuel, but AdBlue is something that we
need to be in control of.”

“By opting for DYNAMIC POWER, if the crop only needs about
500hp to harvest it, then the JAGUAR will automatically just
use the appropriate amount of power required, but we still have
the extra power in reserve when it’s needed. Not only should
outputs increase, but we will also use less fuel, which will
benefit my customers.”

Andrew Long

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesters/jaguar980-930
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbrEu-pD5Ac
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Fuel-saving new
JAGUAR 850
One of the biggest changes in the new JAGUAR 800 series
foragers launched last autumn, is the change to a TIER 4i
compliant Mercedes engine fitted with SCR emissions
technology.

These engines were chosen by the team at CLAAS Power
Systems (CPS) on account of their high torque at low engine
revs, making them ideal for the JAGUAR 800 and achieving
higher throughputs whilst reducing fuel consumption.

Typically, this has resulted in fuel savings of between 8 to 10
litres per hour when comparing a new TIER 4i JAGUAR 800
with its TIER 3 predecessor.

Taking this a stage further, a new option on the highest
powered JAGUAR 870 and 860 models is the unique
DYNAMIC POWER, which automatically varies the engine
power output over 10 steps dependent on crop flow through
the forager. By matching power output to crop conditions this
again can result in fuel saving of up to 10.6%.

Ahead of their introduction, a number of pre-series machines
were working last year in the UK, including a 455hp JAGUAR
850 with Andrew Herring, who is based near Gloucester and
who also runs a set of triple DISCO mowers, a four-rotor
VOLTO rake and a LEXION 650, all supplied by Mill Engineers.

In addition to making 160ha of grass and 120ha of maize silage
for the 1000 store cattle he takes through to finishing each
year, Andrew also contract cuts a further 800ha of grass and
480ha of maize.

“I don’t go looking to clear massive acreages,” explains
Andrew. “I have a core set of customers, most of whom are
dairy farmers. To me making high quality silage is crucial and
it’s important I do the job right – making them poor quality
silage is not an option.”

Robert and Andrew Herring

General feature

Andrew believes that although the output from the new
JAGUAR 850 is marginally higher than his previous JAGUAR
870, the biggest difference has been in fuel consumption.

“The output from the new JAGUAR 850 is certainly equal to, if
not slightly better than the JAGUAR 870, but it definitely uses
less fuel. One of the best things on it is the ability in lighter
crops to be able to run at reduced engine revs whilst
maintaining output, which is brilliant and certainly helps save a
lot of fuel.”

“I don’t need a large, powerful forager or all the technology that
is on the JAGUAR 900s, so the JAGUAR 850 is ideal. The
output is more than enough for the type of farms that we work
on, as the restrictions in the system are usually somewhere
else.”

Another new feature on the latest JAGUAR 800s that meets
with Andrew’s approval is the ability to use the heavier duty
PICK-UP 300 from the JAGUAR 900 range, which is connected
using just a quick coupler and central locking lever. “The pick-
up is certainly far better and follows the ground very well; it’s
noticeable that we have needed to replace far fewer tines as a
result.”

“Overall, we have been extremely pleased with it. For the
operator it’s very comfortable, but that’s not to say that the old
JAGUAR 870 was not, daily routine maintenance is easy and it
has done everything I want of it - it ‘does what it says on the
tin’.”

➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesters/jaguar870-840
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVcxf1gGsSQ
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Clean cutting DISCO
They have run CLAAS JAGUAR foragers for over 20 years and
also use CLAAS LINER rakes, but until last season Cheshire
contractors A & D Carnelley had relied on a different brand of
mower.

However, that changed in 2012 when, having decided to have
a look at other options, Morris Corfield arranged for them to
have an 8.9m cut DISCO 9100C CONTOUR butterfly mower
on demonstration.

“We had been using the same make of mower for many years
and were pleased with them. But it was noticeable that the
DISCO 9100 was a lot lighter,” recalls David Carnelley. “It was
also considerably easier to use, both in the way it is mounted
on the tractor but also in how easy it is to set-up with the
tractor’s headland management system. It’s simple but
effective.”

Based at Tattenhall near Chester,
virtually all the Carnelley’s customers
are dairy farmers within a 12 mile
radius and their three-year old
JAGUAR 950 will annually harvest
around 1800ha of grass silage from
three to four cuts, plus an additional
240ha of maize and whole crop.

The DISCO 9100C is used with a
260hp tractor and operated by Dee
Hilton who has also finds that
because the mower is lighter than
their previous mower, it means that it
follows the tractor better on banks.

“The mowers work well with the
tractor and are very simple to use,”
she says. “In good going I can
comfortably average about 6.0ha an

hour and cut about 80ha in a good day. The mowers follow the
ground well and leave a neat clean finish. Access for greasing
is good and changing the blades could not be simpler,
especially compared to the old mower where they were bolted
on. Also they are very easy to take off and on, which is a great
advantage when you are changing between jobs.”

The spreading vanes on the DISCO 9100 are set so that the
crop is spread across the full working width for wilting, prior to
raking in ahead of the JAGUAR using a new LINER 3500.

“We used to have a two-rotor rake which was fine, but we have
got on extremely well with the four-rotor LINER 3500 as it has
allowed us to put more in front of the forager and bring the
forward speed down,” says David. “It used to be that the
forager’s output was governed by the field and conditions, but
now that the forager is going slower that is not an issue.”

Another new CLAAS addition to the Carnelley contracting fleet
is a ROLLANT 375RC baler which was bought last year to

replace a different make.

“I have been extremely impressed with the
ROLLANT,” states David. “It makes a really
good, well filled bale and just eats up the
crop compared to our old baler which was
forever blocking and a real pain to use.”

“The drop floor system is excellent, as it
means that you can confidently push the
baler and it will take in anything. It’s also not
as fussy and if there is a problem, it’s just a
20 second job to drop the floor, let the lump
go through, then away you go and you never
have to leave your seat.”

David Carnelley and DISCO operator Dee Hilton

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/forage-harvesting/disc-mowers


‘One man went to bale
and wrap ..’
The arrival of a new ROLLANT 455 UNIWRAP for this season
will be the latest in a long line of ROLLANT balers that Aiden
Winters has run and will make baling a one-man operation.

The ROLLANT UNIWRAP will be the eighth ROLLANT that
Aiden has run over the 20 years since he started contract
baling for farmers around Monasterboise, Co. Louth, and
during that time he says that he has never even got a price for
any other make.

“The ROLLANT has always been a good baler and I have never
seen a field that it has not been able to lift cleanly. It creates a
dense, well shaped bale that farmers obviously like, because
they keep on asking us back each year,” states Aiden. “For the
customer quality is the key and you soon know about it if
something’s wrong. Also the back-up from Leinster Farm
Machines has always been extremely good, which is very
important for a contractor.”
The new ROLLANT 455 UNIWRAP replaces a two-year old
ROLLANT 454 ROTO CUT, which alongside an old ROLLANT
255, between the two of them last year baled around 15,000
bales. Like the ROLLANT 454, the UNIWRAP will be
responsible for all the silage work and will do about 13,000
bales a year, with the smaller ROLLANT 255 just being used for
hay and straw.

As part of the overall specification for the UNIWRAP, Aiden has
opted for larger 620/55 tyres, and the baler has extra lighting
and auto-lubrication which will help reduce non-productive
maintenance time

“The ROLLANT 454 had some serious output and packed a lot
into a bale,” says Aiden. “Typically most balers will make a
750kg silage bale, but when we weighed ours I was amazed to
find the ROLLANT bales were nearer 900kg, even after the
grass had been wilted for two days. Obviously this greater
density not only benefits bale quality, but reduces the number
of bales per acre, so there are fewer bales to handle and helps
save on film.” 

“Whilst the MPS system in the UNIWRAP will help in lighter
straw crops, bearing in mind the silage bale weights I am
already achieving, I will just have to be careful using it in silage
otherwise the bales will just be too heavy.”

“Overall, the ROLLANTs have been extremely reliable,
especially the two ROLLANT 454s I have had. Considering the
bale weights they are achieving, they are obviously very strong
balers and certainly seem to have a lot of steel in them.”

Working ahead of the ROLLANT 455 UNIWRAP will be two
3.0m mowers, one of which has a grouper so as to put 6.0m of
grass into a single swath for the baler. This, says Aiden, helps
ensure a good, even swath that flows well into the baler and it
is only in very wet conditions that he will ted the crop out and
then rake it in.

“In good conditions I aim to average about 60 bales an hour.
The ROLLER CROP PRESS on the front of the pick-up is a
great help for crop flow, especially in straw. Having the drop
floor under the chopping rotor gives you the confidence to
push the baler, as the buzzer will let you know when the baler
is at its limit. I can honestly say that I have only had to use the
drop floor a couple of times, but it’s great that you can clear
any blockages without even having to leave your seat.”

“Because the ROTO CUT system does such a good job, I
normally only have 12 knives engaged and then use the other
13 when those become blunt. That way I still get a perfectly
adequate chop length but can make the full set of 25 knives
last at least a season.”

“Having looked at all the costs, changing to the ROLLANT
UNIWRAP will make silage baling and wrapping a one-man
operation, and will save me the costs of running another
tractor, operator and separate wrapper.”
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Aiden Winters

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/rundballenpressen
http://www.claas.co.uk/products/rundballenpressen/rollant455-454-uniwrap


SCORPION girlpower
The past six months have been far from quiet for Carol Besent
who, with her daughters Georgina, Harriet and Katy, gained the
attention of the national press on how they have carried on
running the family farm after the untimely death of her
husband, Michael, from cancer four years ago.

The papers picked up on the story after a photo of them
combining was initially published in Farmers Weekly during
harvest last year. Whilst what was written in the papers bore
little resemblance to the real facts, it led to the family being
featured on Farming Today and Channel 4, and subsequently
being put forward and winning ‘Family Business of the Year’ in
the Farm Business magazine awards.

“It brought home how sceptical you have to be of what
appears at times in the press,” comments Harriet, who runs
the 283ha farm on a day to day basis with her mother, but is
also quick to credit Kevin, Mark and Andrew who all work on
the farm.

“However, the benefit for me is that if it helps bring more
women into what is a very male dominated industry, then that
has to be a positive, as the increased use of mechanisation
means that farming is not as manual as it used to be.”

In this respect one of the most used machines on the farm is
what Harriet refers to as her ‘toy’ - a SCORPION 7040 which
was bought two years ago from Vaughan Agri.

The main enterprise on the mainly tenanted mixed farm near
Dorchester in Dorset is a 193-cow closed dairy herd yielding
about 8,000 litres, with the aim to increase this to 9,000 litres.
Whilst there is also about 100ha of arable crops, the majority
of the wheat grown is treated with caustic acid and used
within the dairy ration, whilst most of the barley is rolled and
used for the young stock.

“We basically run a traditional English system and like to do as
much as we can ourselves,” states Harriet. “We block calve in
the autumn and are trying to get it as tight as possible with
cows coming into the herd at two years or just under. 
I am also keen to maintain a high level of 
stockmanship, especially with the young stock 

and lot of credit has to go to the guys as this year there has
been zero mortality.”

When it came to replacing their telescopic handler two years
ago, Harriet arranged to have the SCORPION and two other
machines on the farm at the same time, then left Kevin and
Mark to try them out.

“Having tried them, the guys just didn’t want the SCORPION
to go back and I also thought that it was the better of the three
machines. The best thing about it is the suspension and lack
of bounce. But also it’s got a good turning circle and is very
manoeuvrable for getting around the buildings, especially our
fertiliser shed which is a bit tight.”

In addition to general handling work around the farm and
spending the winter loading the TMR mixer wagon, the other
main job for the SCORPION come the spring is buckraking
silage.

“Whilst we use contractors to harvest the maize, we have our
own trailed forager for grass silage, which I drive because I am
very picky about my silage,” says Harriet who is increasingly
using two-year IRG leys, from which two cuts are clamped and
then a third cut is baled. “Because that is our winter feed, it is
massively important to do the job right, and that’s why we do it
ourselves so I can have control over when the crop is cut and
how the whole job is done.”

“I was initially apprehensive about using the SCORPION for
buckraking, but it has been fine. Overall, it has gone very well.
It was a slight step up in power and had a longer reach than
our old machine, which was good, and overall does at least
1500 hours a year. It’s the first machine we have bought from
Vaughan Agri, but I have been very pleased with the service 
and support we have had from them.”
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Harriet Besent with ‘the Toy’➲Video

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/telehandler/scorpion9055-6030
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvNS23922-0
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Precision Farming

So how does it work?
As the tractor enters the field, if the field is already recorded on
the TELEMATICs system, for instance from yield mapping,
then the system will automatically recognise the field from its
location and will start to upload the latest output data to that
field file. If there is no previous field record, the field boundary
and application data will still be gathered, and this can then be
subsequently allocated a field name or identity for future use. 

TONI gathers
Information from the
QUADRANT baler
using an Open
System to
communicate via
ISOBUS. This data is
then uploaded every
15 minutes using a
GPRS mobile phone
connection to the
server along with the
tractor output data.
This can then be accessed from the office PC or hand held
web enabled device, where both sets of information are
displayed as one working unit and from there can be used to
create the required data maps etc..

Whilst only initially available on QUADRANT 3300 and 3200
balers, looking to the future TONI will be able to gather data
from any ISOBUS compatible machine, and CLAAS is working
closely with OEM partners such as Amazone, Horsch, Lemkin,
SGT, Kaweco and Zunhammer.

CLAAS TELEMATICS provides an unprecidented amount of
data to its users, and this information can be analysed and
assimilated, which farmers and managers can use to make
informed decisions on how to further improve efficiency from
their combine, forage harvester or tractor.

CLAAS has taken TELEMATICS a stage further with the option
now of TELEMATICS on IMPLEMENT (TONI) on QUADRANT
3300 and 3200, so that performance data from the baler can
also be gained and recorded. The CLAAS innovation was
awarded a Silver Medal  by the DLG at Agritechnica in 2011.

In an era where farming businesses are having to record and
store an increasing amount of agronomic and field information
for regulatory purposes, TONI is invaluable in helping gather all
the field data necessary. In addition, it will also help simplify
invoicing and provides greater real time information. 

For QUADRANT baler operators, TONI not only enables
complete work processes to be analysed, compared and
stored for future reference, but a wide range of additional
operational information, such as fuel per bale to be analysed.

Using TONI, output information such as bale size, density,
position and moisture can be recorded. From this maps can be
created showing information such as the individual location of
bales and their moisture content, so that if required only bales
below a certain moisture content can be selected or batched. 

By taking this data and then overlaying it with the
TELEMATICS data from the tractor, information on fuel
consumption per acre or bale, can be provided allowing more
accurate operational costings to be gained. 

A major advantage for contractors is that TONI records all this
data automatically, completely avoiding any manual record
keeping, which is both time consuming 
and open to error. 

TELEMATICS on QUADRANT

➲Weblink

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/easy/telemetry
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CLAAS completes
Jinyee acquisition
CLAAS has now acquired a majority shareholding in the
Chinese combine manufacturer Shandong Jinyee Machinery
Manufacture Co. Ltd. (Jinyee), and the company now operates
under the name CLAAS Jinyee Agricultural Machinery
(Shandong) Co. Ltd.

Since the contract was signed on 16th July last year, approval
has now been obtained from the national authorities and
further details have been coordinated over the past few
months. 

The importance of this step for the further internationalisation
of CLAAS was emphasised by CLAAS Managing Director, Dr.
Henry Puhl: “The current importance of China in the
agricultural industry is set to increase significantly in the next
few years. Modernisation and mechanisation using modern
agricultural engineering have priority. We are therefore
convinced that our Chinese strategy means that we are now
well positioned in the largest and fastest-growing agricultural
engineering market in Asia. Jinyee and CLAAS complement
each other perfectly.”

Jinyee produces various harvesting machines, mainly for the
maize and wheat harvest, at two main sites in Gaomi and
Daqing. Each of the sites lies in the heart of the country’s two
main agricultural regions, one in central China and the other in

north-eastern China. The headquarters of the agricultural
engineering company, which was founded in 1958, are in the
city of Gaomi, which is situated between Beijing and Shanghai
in the province of Shandong.

It is expected that Jinyee, which employs 1100 people and
operates a comprehensive sales and service network in central
and northern China, will achieve a turnover of around €90
million for 2013.

CLAAS is one of a number of German agricultural companies
involved in supporting a new agricultural training and
knowledge centre that is being established in Zambia. Initially
CLAAS will be providing the project with an ARION 600 tractor

free of charge and is also planning to further support the
project with a combine harvester.

The training centre, which is due to open in late summer, is
based on an area of 64 ha within the GART
agricultural research centre (Golden Valley
Agricultural Research Trust), located roughly 60
kilometres north of the Zambian capital of
Lusaka. 

The aim of the centre is to transfer knowledge to
farmers and technical workers through realistic
training units, using modern agricultural
technology and sustainable growing practices,
especially in the area of potato and grain
production. The new centre will also make an
important contribution to food security in Zambia
and to the development of a modern agricultural
system in the country. 

Dr. Henry Puhl, Executive Board member of the CLAAS Group and CEO of CLAAS Jinyee
Agriculture Machinery Co. Ltd presents Jinying Ma, Managing Director of Claas Jinyee
Agriculture Machinery Co. Ltd with a symbolic golden combine harvester.

Support for Zambian agricultural training centre
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Team recognition
For anyone thinking of entering or of putting someone forward
for the ‘Farm Manager of the Year’ award category in the 2014
Farmers Weekly awards, sponsored by CLAAS UK, last year’s
winner, Richard Price positively encourages them to have a go
because, he says, the benefits that it brings both personally
and for those who work with them are enormous.

“Without a doubt one of the biggest benefits of winning has
been the recognition it brings to the whole of my team,” states
Richard who, in addition to managing the 1,292ha in hand
farms on the 28,328ha Lowther E  state near Penrith, is also
responsible for commercial events, such as the Kendall Calling
music festival and the two day Lowther Show, but also liaising
with the estate’s 90 tenant farmers.

“Personally it means a great deal, but I rely totally on the four
farm staff I have as without them I could not do my job. They
are all extremely capable and they are a great team.”

Richard joined Lowther in 2008 and has overseen considerable
change, working closely with Jim Lowther, who inherited the
estate in 2009, and has been instrumental in driving the
business forward and securing it for the future.

“The award is also important for Jim Lowther. Without him I
would not be here or have had the opportunity. There needed
to be a lot of change and it is his vision and he who is
investing for the future.”

“The first thing I did when I found I had been put forward for
the award was to go to Jim and talk it through with him. His
advice was yes, to go for it, but if you are going to do it you
have to go out to win it – you cannot be half-hearted about it,
and that was good advice. It is demanding, the judging is
daunting and they will make you question yourself.”

One of the biggest changes made to the farming operation has
been to convert the organic farms back to conventional
production and to reduce the labour force. Investment has
been made in the infrastructure and machinery, and each
enterprise has come under the microscope to assess its

viability and potential profitability and new opportunities have
been investigated.

“The estate needed to change and it’s not been easy. Selling
off land and stripping assets is not an option. We are looking
to create a vibrant, forward looking business and to create
financial security both for the in-hand farms, but also for our
tenants. Jim Lowther uses three words to sum-up his vision;
Smart, ethical, profitable.”

Richard is the first to admit that at times his job has not been
easy, especially when restructuring staffing on the estate and
that at times the changes have been questioned locally.

“We are challenging and measuring everything so that we can
make calculated decisions. We have gone against the trend of
where a lot of farms in Cumbria are going and at times it has
been a lonely position. A lot of people have not ‘got’ what we
are trying to achieve and I do not take lightly some of the
decisions that have had to be made.”

As an example of how Jim Lowther and Richard are looking at
how the estate can work closer with its tenants, all the straw
from the 300ha of cereals now grown is sold to tenants for
them to bale, so that they do not need to buy on the open
market from merchants. In addition to straw, tenants can also
source silage, whole crop and hay from the farm, and the farm
will take in dairy heifers to free up grazing so tenants can
expand their dairy herds.

“Lowther is a long term business. It was established in 1283
so has been here a long time and we are looking to safeguard
both our own and our tenants long term futures. Winning the
award has certainly rubberstamped what we are trying to
achieve and I am extremely proud both for the team and for
Jim Lowther. Personally it has given me confidence to look at
new options for the future, and by being involved 
in farmer groups I have met people I would not 
otherwise have met.”

To enter or nominate someone for this year’s awards,
please visit the award’s website at 
www.farmersweeklyawards.co.uk

Richard Price

http://www.claas.co.uk/products/telehandler/scorpion9055-6030
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvNS23922-0
http://awards.fwi.co.uk
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